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The Pastor’s Pen 
My father is the consummate churchman. He attends fairly 
regularly when he’s not traveling. He pledges. Until a few 
years ago he regularly taught the adult Old Testament class 
and helped host the “Living the Questions” series. He once 
even volunteered to drive a van-load of VBS children in 
Atlanta from their downtown parish to his own (he’s almost 
fully recovered).  
 Many of my own queues about faith I took from him. 
He taught me that God has a plan even if it doesn’t look like 
it at the time. He taught me that because God doesn’t make 
second class saints, we shouldn’t have second class citizens. 
He was the first to teach me that at the end of the day, 
Christianity was all about love, plain and simple. Dad also 
taught me to love the season after Pentecost most of all. “It’s 
when the Church does its work.” You probably won’t find him 
in church at Christmas and Easter (“So many guests, they can 
have my seat!”), but he’s always there from Pentecost Sunday 
onward.  
 After over 13 years of ordained ministry, I can still say I 
agree with Dad. Advent and Lent are moving experiences in 
the life of the Church. Christmas and Easter are joyful, and I 
look forward to them as well. The season after Pentecost, 
called “Ordinary Time” because it is “ordered,” or organized, 
is my favorite. If Advent and Lent are about preparation for 
celebrating the Nativity and Resurrection, then the season 
after Pentecost is about embodying those things out in the 
world for all to see. This is the season when we 
deliver on all the preparation and promises of 
those other seasons. It is when we focus on 
telling “the old, old story of Jesus and his 
love” to the rest of the world in word and 
deed. While the penitential seasons tend 
toward an inward focus, and the 
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Summer 
Bible Study       
On the last two weeks 
in June we will finish 
our study of the 12 
minor prophets. We 
will meet in the parish 
hall at  6:30 on those 
two dates. 
F r o m J u l y 1 1 t h 
through August 22nd 
we will be meeting at 
Fr. Eric’s house for a 
series on Prayer and 
the Bible.  
We will gather at 6:30  
for a potluck and the 
Study will begin at 
7:00.  
Please call the office 
for more information 
and to obtain the 
address. 
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celebratory seasons proclaim specific events in the life 
of God and the Church, the season after Pentecost has 
an outward focus, looking into the world where Christ 
awaits us to seek and serve him in all persons. Now is 
the season when we, filled with the Holy Spirit, go into 
the world with the Good News of Jesus Christ in our 
hearts, on our lips, and inspiring our actions.  
 Of course, we should be doing this throughout 
the year. What the season after Pentecost does is 
remind us that we always should have an outward 
focus: into the world and especially into our 
surrounding communities. That way, we can connect 
with our neighbor’s in Jesus’ name, growing spiritually 
and transforming the the world in love. My prayer for 
us all this season is that by the grace of God this 
season will be anything but ordinary. 

     - Fr. Eric+ 
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E c u m e n i c a l  Pe n t e c o s t 
C e l e b ra t i o n  Ke e p s  t h e 
Fire Going Despite Rain. 

Inc lement weather could not 
dampen the spirit of the ecumenical 
community on May 20th, as rain 
changed the location, but not the 
spirit of worship. St. Peter’s joined 
other area churches for a joint 
Pentecost worship service.  

Originally billed as “Praise in the 
Park,” the service moved to the 
comfortable, climate controlled 
confines of St. Peter’s Episcopal 
Church. A full church celebrated the 
coming of the Holy Spirit with music 
from the Dansville Presbyterian 
Choir, the Waylandaires, flautist Julie 
Guzzardi, and organist Steve Rose. 
Fr. Eric Thompson of St. Peter’s 
Episcopal preached; Pastor Katrina 
Macaluso of St. Peter’s United 
Church of Christ officiated; Rev. 
Marcia Reiff of Dansville Presbyterian 
led the celebration of Communion.  

“It was a lovely day,” said Rev. Reiff of 
the event. “We look forward to more 
joint worship opportunities.”  

Left: the Dansville Presbyterian Choir 
rehearses prior to the Pentecost Service. 
Above: (from left) Pastor Katrina Macaluso, 
Rev. Marcia Reiff, and Fr. Eric Thompson 
prepare to process into the worship space.
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CHOIR MEMBERS WANTED! 
This summer we will have Mass on the Grass with Dansville Presbyterian 
Church on the first Sunday of the month. If you are interested in singing 
in the choir, practice will be at 9:30 a.m. on the following dates. 

  June 3rd (outside)   July 1st: (outside) 
  July 22nd (inside)   July 29th (inside) 
  August 5th (outside)  September 2nd (outside) 

Save the Date!      June 4-15  Rector Continuing Education Residency 
     June 16, 1-4 p.m. Retirement Reception for Norma Sheasley  

    @ Dansville UMC      July 3-6   Rector out of town      Aug. 13-17,   Vacation Bible School at Sparta Center UMC 
     Aug. 27 - Sept. 3 Rector out of town      Sept. 1-3   Dansville Balloon Festival      Sept. 9   Homecoming Sunday      Oct. 27   Diocesan Convention      Oct. 31   All Hallows’ Eve Service; Halloween Parade Follows 

     Nov. 3   Joint All Saints’ Service      Nov. 21   Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service 
     Dec. 1   Winter in the Village
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Vacation Bible School will be held at 
Sparta Center United  Methodist Church 
August 13-17 from 1:00-3:30 p.m. for 
children ages 4 - 6th grade. We are 
looking for volunteers. If you are interest 
in helping out, please contact the 
Church office or email Fr. Eric at 
priest@stpetesdansville.org.

CONFIRMATION is an opportunity to 
make a mature affirmation of faith and 
take your place in the decision making 
of the Church. If you or a loved one is 
interested in confirmation, please let 
Fr. Eric know. 

The HOPE Luncheon serves approximately 80 
persons each month on the last Saturday from 
11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. If you wish to volunteer, 
please contact the parish office. Everyone is 
welcome to eat; no one is turned away. Summer 
dates are June 30, July 28, & August 25.
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