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Denominational Resource Center to be Reborn ‘Parkside’ in Dansville 

For over a decade, the Genesee Valley Presbytery has operated a Christian Education 
Resource Center, which included the assets of Wellspring, the former resource center for 
the Genesee Valley Association of the United Church of Christ. Per its mission statement, 
the center “supports, equips, and encourages congregations and neighborhoods of the 
Presbytery of Genesee Valley and the Genesee Valley Association of the United Church of 
Christ.” This spring, the existing center will close, but the assets are not disappearing, they 
are moving. 

“It seemed providential,” said Pastor Katrina Macaluso of St. Peter’s United Church of 
Christ in Perkinsville, one hour south of Rochester. “I thought of Marcia as soon as I got 
word the center was closing.” 

“We really saw an opportunity for new 
mission,” echoed Rev. Marcia Reiff of 
Dansville, Presbyterian Church. “When the 
email came through saying the center was 
looking for a home, I immediately reached 
out to Katrina, thinking we could make a 
proposal together,” Reiff continued. “It’s 
great to keep ‘it in the family.’”  

The proposal from the two churches is to 
jointly operate a new center at Dansville 
Presbyterian Church, receiving all the 
existing resources while adding more 
resources of their own. The new center will 
also be reconfigured to better serve the 
more rural needs of the Southern Tier. 
While it will indeed remain ‘in the family,’ 
the family will grow.  

“We are thrilled to be able to get behind this opportunity and support new ministry in and 
around Dansville and Perkinsville,” said The Rev. Eric Thompson, rector of Saint Peter’s 
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Members of the Resource Center Workgroup meet with 
representatives of Dansville Presbyterian Church, St. 
Peter’s United Church of Christ - Perkinsville, and St. 
Peter’s Episcopal Church - Dansville on February 14th to 
discuss the logistics of moving the center.
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Episcopal Church, located next door to Dansville Presbyterian. Thompson, who is also 
husband to Macaluso, added, “We have been collaborating on other worship and ministry 
activities for the last year where it makes sense to do so. This seems like a natural fit for all 
three churches to increase collaboration.” The Southwest District of the Episcopal Diocese 
of Rochester has already issued a small grant to the center to help with startup and 
outreach. 

The new center is tentatively called “Parkside Spiritual Development Center,” named for 
Church Park in Dansville, where the Presbyterian and Episcopal churches are located. The 
churches are currently working on a letter of agreement to operate the center, and look 
forward to a soft opening on June 16, with a grand opening anticipated after Labor Day. 
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AnNual Lenten Study Series 

LUKE & SOUP 
Enjoy a soup supper.  

Learn about the Gospel of Luke. 

THURSDAYS AT 6 Starting MARCH 14th. 

At St. Peter’s Episcopal Church’s 
FELLOWSHIP HALL
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Announcements 
• Weather permitting, the Liturgy of the Palms on April 14 will begin at the 

Church Park Gazebo with Dansville Presbyterian Church. We will then process 
into our own worship space for the Liturgy of the Passion. 

• A Church Work Day 
w i l l b e h e l d t o 
p r e p a r e f o r 
Eastertide on Holy 
Saturday, April  18, 
beginning at 9a.m. 

• Visit Signup Central 
to sign up to bring 
deviled (or sainted!) 
e g g s f o r t h e 
reception after the 
E a s t e r S u n d a y 
service. 

• A w o r k d a y t o 
p r e p a r e t h e 
Parkside materials 
for transportation to 
D a n s v i l l e i s 
scheduled for April 
2 7 t h a t t h e 
P r e s b y t e r y o f 
Genesee Valley at 
1190 Winton Road 
South, Rochester, 
NY   14618. If you 
can help out, please 
let Fr. Eric or the 
parish office know.
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